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About our Project
Our project was created following the Apple Distinguished Educators EMEIA institute of 
2019 which was held in The Netherlands. The projects creator, Martin Willis presented a 
showcase, highlighting the work his students had done in Scotland on an inter 
generational project, where students were encouraged to create a short iMovie 
documentary where they spoke to family members to research their family history. 

Following his showcase presentation, he quickly felt that there was an opportunity to 
create an international collaboration project where schools around the world would be 
encouraged to share similar videos.  

 

Introduction
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Our Aim
Our hope is that schools around the world will engage with our support materials to create 
their own ‘Who Do We Think We Are’ videos. We will then collate these into an interactive 
book highlighting the similarities between each. We may look for each school to translate 
a copy of the book to ensure that it is available in each of the involved languages as part of 
the collection. 

Introduction
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Register your interest	
Schools who are interested in being part of our collaboration project should complete the 
registration form using the link below. 

You will be asked to name a Project Lead for your school who will most likely be you! The 
Project Lead will be responsible for communicating with the project and ensuring that the 
films are ready by the set deadline, following the agreed structure and style.  

Early interest has been significant, so it may be that your school is selected to be involved 
in a second series of the project.  

Planning your project

Registration Form

https://www.ipadteacherblog.com/who-do-we-think-we-are-project
https://www.ipadteacherblog.com/who-do-we-think-we-are-project
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Dates and Deadlines	
We want to publish the first collaborative book at the start of June 2020. Schools taking 
part will have to be able to commit to finishing their project and selecting any films they 
want to share before the end of May 2020. 

We therefore recommend the following as a suggested timeline: 

- Share information with students and parents - Start of term 

- Recommend that families might want to film interviews during holidays such as 
Christmas and Easter, especially if they are unlikely to see these relatives frequently 
throughout the year. 

Planning your project
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Dates and Deadlines (continued)	
- October: Start to film introductory scenes. This can be done in school, but students 

might also want to include footage from home or at other clubs and activities. 

- March / April: All interviews finished. 

- May: Start to edit documentaries in class - 10 minute time limit. 

- Monday June 1st: Deadline for submitting selected films. Each school is allowed to 
submit a maximum of 5 films for consideration, all will be featured in the project but it is 
likely that only one from each school will be included in the book. 

Planning your project
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Introduction 	
This is a short section where your student introduces himself / herself. It is usually done in 
the third person e.g. 'David is a student at the Edinburgh Academy Junior School.' It 
should include some information about themselves, family and interests and should 
include some footage from school and from home.  

This whole section should be no more than 1 minute long.

Film Structure
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Title Sequence 	
If possible, this section should include some green screen footage, as well as title music 
and text. Each student selects a picture which is related in some way to their heritage or 
family history. They then pose in front of this using a green screen. When editing this in 
iMovie, each student will then need to gather green screen videos from at least 5 other 
children, a mix of girls and boys, ensuring that their clip is last. Titles are then used to 
identify each child - please only include first names and not family names. 

The Who Do We Think We Are title image which is shared with project leads, should then 
come at the end of the title sequence.  

This section should last for the length of your title music.

Film Structure
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Main Interviews and Information
To start this section, students will record a short piece to camera explaining what they are 
interested in researching, for example “I’d like to find out more about what Granny did 
during the war.” 

This is the core of the project and is the part where students investigate their own family 
history. Students will need to talk to their parents about who they could interview, when it 
will be possible and how the family will need to organise it, for example Christmas holidays 
may give the chance to see relatives who would like to be involved. 

Film Structure
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Final Summary
This is the last section of the documentary and is a short piece to camera where the 
students explain how they have found the experience of working on this project. It is a 
chance for them to reflect briefly on what they have discovered.

Film Structure
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